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By Steve Gillesple

slafl writer

Key Field in Meridian is home to Com-
pany G of the 185th Awviation Groupand the
150th Coembat Engineer Battalion of the
Mlississippd Army Mational Guard,

The mission of the 185th's Company G
is to move troops and carge, 1ift heavy
equiprment and recover damaged aireraft.

Army Aviation was first organized in
Mississippl in 1948 to support artillery
units. The aviation units were located at
Grenada Alrport. [n January 1951, all Army
aviation units in Mississippl were ardered
to active duty and sent to Fort Jackson,
S8.C. Seme aviators saw combat in the
Korean War.
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FIVE GUYS “BACHING IT"

Daman Regan, canter, plays with his four stepsons on a slide at Maranatha Fallowship Church naar Maval Air Station Meridian, In front of him are
Jahn Tyker and Andraw Paul; Anthaony and Mychale are bahind him, Mom Gingar Began, a sergaant in the LS, &rmy Rasarve, has basn daployved to
Kosovo — and may not return until 2008, Until then, it's a self-sufficient bachalors' life for Damen and the boys.

Key Field: Home of the
Army’s 185th, 150th

In early 1953, the Mississippi Aviation
program was reorganized at Hawkins Fielr
i Jackson. Mississippl received s first
helicopters in 1954,

The Mississippl Army Aviation program
was in eperation as separate companies
from 15955 to 1968, Tharing that time, main-
tenanee support was done in Tupelo and
Meridian.

Misslssippi's first aviatien battalion, the
131st Aviation Battalien, was formed in
1968 and remained in service until 1986 —
when it was reorganized as the 1315t Avia
tion Greoug. In 1987, the 13181 was redes-
ignated az the 185th Aviation Group.

See Key Fleld
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FAMILY ASSISTANCE CENTER
Rick Posay helps mora than 300 families as a Family
Aazistance Cantar supervisor for the Mississippi Army
Maticnal Guard. Posey, who retired from the Guard in
February 2004, was the battalion supply ssrgeant for the
150th Combat Enainesr Battalion for 34 vears,

Sawdy Bywers i5 public relalfons
and promolions diveclor gl Meridinr
Comemenrity College, She ard her
frpstand, v, meke Uretr henee tn
Mertdign, They haee
T cieildlren, Jarrod,
e i grown, e
Sarnh, a purtor at e
University of
Missizsippe,

A brogdeasier al
freart, Sewdy has wow
wrpay indnsty
aespards for excellence,
inclwding tee Silver
Microphone Award o
T895 fram lhe
Netiona! Associelion
of Brogdeasiers,

Sawmdy's story i6 wol gboset g fewaly
separmled by the LS, War on Terrorism
— o, of feest med directly Even as the
Uneled Stales commisls people and
resoprces on Sre MWiddle East, there gre
stell meletary and hemaniiarion
neesstons elsemhere in Bhe ororld that weed
tiee experiise of active-futy woilitary,
Creardaner aud Reservists

N amaller where they serve, hey're all
part af the siruciure thal seppords U5,
effarts lo free the Iragi people and help
thewr pslablish a democralic government,

Thes is the slory of Sgt, Ginger Regan
of the 1.5, Army Reserve, o wurse
deploved o Kosove, and her hushand,
Thamen, who 05 waibing ol konee in

Mertdien will their fonr bovs,

Eynum

By Sandy Bynum
special B0 The Slar

— Avvery amall girl climbed into her
mother’s car after school. She was
excited that her day in class had ended
and she was going home te reedorm .

.. g she threw her books on the
seat, her mother said, "1 have something
viery important to tell yoo.” What could it
b, the little givl thought. And then her
mother snid the words, “The National
Gruard has frozen your daddy.” ...

w.. The little girl's insides went numb.
[ know that they like my daddy because
he is a sergeant, she thought. Why
would they freeze him? ...

These were my thoughts in
December as 1 interviewed a brave
voung stepfather. My mind returned o
ruy childhood as Damen Regan tald me
about trying to explain to his four
stepsons why their mother, Ginger
Eegan, is no lenger at home.

Diamen was an campus being
honored by Meridian Community
College™s Focus erganization — made
up of the college's secretaries. Each
vear, they select a worthy student to
help, and to honar, during the
Christmas season.

This year's recipient was Began, As
[ listened to hirm talk about his fammily,

[ glarexd at the ceiling and tried to try
hald back my tears.

The Regans met and married four
years ago while both were employed at
the East Mississippl Correctional
Facility at Lost Gap, where Ginger was
i nurse.

She alao was a sergeant in the 120Tth
L5, Army Reserve Medical
Detachment in Jackson.

The Kegans had just begun to bulld
their new life. He started o new job at a
drug store and had been accepted into
Meridian Community College. She had
her nursing career. They were on top of
the workl, Then their lives were frezen.

“As a member of the Army Reserve,
the threat of being called to serve is
always in the back of your mind,”
Damen said.

“Ginger was called to serve in

See FroZen
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